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    May 30, 2017 
 
 
 
Honorable Kenneth E. Mapp 
Governor of the United States Virgin Islands 
Government House, 21-22 Kongens Gade 
St. Thomas, U. S. Virgin Islands 00802 
 
 
Honorable Myron D. Jackson 
President, 32nd Legislature of the Virgin Islands 
Capitol Building- Old Barracks Yard 
St. Thomas, U. S. Virgin Islands 00802 
 
  
  
RE: Judicial Branch and Judicial Council Fiscal Year 2018 Budget Requests and Fiscal 
Year 2016  Annual Report  of the Virgin Islands Judicial and Court System  
 
 
Dear Governor Mapp and Senate President Jackson: 
 
Enclosed are the copies of the Fiscal Year 2018 Budget Request for the Judiciary of the Virgin 
Islands and the Judicial Council of the Virgin Islands, along with copies of the 2015 Annual Report 
on the U. S. Virgin Islands Court and Judiciary System, as required by 4 V. I. C. §  31 (D)(4).  This 
budget request covers funding for the operations of the entire judicial system, including both the 
Supreme Court and the Superior Court. It was duly approved and adopted by the Judicial 
Management Advisory Council at a duly noticed meeting held on May 26, 2017. 


 
For Fiscal Year 2018, the Judicial Branch of the Virgin Islands requests an appropriation of 
$39,603,983, with an accompanying request for the Judicial Council in the amount of $114,630.  
This budget request for the combined judiciary represents a 10% reduction from the $44,199,754 
combined judicial budget request submitted in FY2017, and includes funding for the appointment 
of 2 additional Justices, chamber staff and judicial security.  
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The Judiciary will cooperate fully in the budget process. Should you require anything further, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at 340.774.2237. 
 


Sincerely, 
 


 
          Rhys S. Hodge 
          Chief Justice 


Enclosures (2) 
 
cc:   Hon. Michael C. Dunston, Presiding Judge, Superior Court 
 Regina Petersen, Administrator of Courts 
 Nellon Bowry, Director, OMB 
 Jose George, Post Auditor 
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1. ALL PERSONAL SERVICES………………………………………………………….  $   71,986.00 


2. EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTIONS (FICA & RETIREMENT)……………………….       42,644.00 


TOTAL…………………………………………………………………………………...  $ 114,630.00 
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 The Appellate Division of the District Court of the Virgin Islands served as the appellate court for processing cases 


appealed from the Superior Court of the Virgin Islands, prior to the establishment of the Supreme Court of the Virgin Islands, 


and historically, the Judicial Council has acted as the vehicle through which the Territorial Government has provided assistance 


to the District Court. Since the acceptance of jurisdiction in 2007 by the Supreme Court of the Virgin Islands, no new cases 


have been filed in the Appellate Division.  However, the Appellate Division continues to work towards the conclusion of the 


cases pending prior to the establishment of the Supreme Court. 


 In addition to the conclusion of the cases pending before the Appellate Division, the District Court Library continues to 


provide services to the members of the local bar and the community at large.  However, since there are no other expenses 


related to the administration of the pending appellate caseload, the fiscal year 2018 Judicial Council request is solely to cover 


the salaries of 2 Law Librarians.  The current request strikes a careful balance between fiscal restraints, and anticipated 


contractual increases in fringe benefits.  
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1. ALL PERSONAL SERVICES………………………………………………………….  $ 22,091,704.00 


2. EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTIONS (FICA & RETIREMENT)……………………….      9,346,121.00 


3. ALL OTHER OPERATING EXPENSES……………………………………………..      3,017,444.00 


4. SERVICES OTHER THAN PERSONAL……………………………………………..       2,505,860.00 


5. CAPITAL EXPENDITURES……………………………………………………………       2,587,854.00 


6. COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT………………………………………….              2,500.00 


7. ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION………………………………………………              2,500.00 


8. OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL……………………………………………             5,000.00 


9. MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES……………………………………………..……….           45,000.00 


TOTAL…………………………………………………………………………………...  $ 39,603,983.00 







JUDICIARY OF THE U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 
JUSTIFICATION 


8 
 


 


1. PERSONAL SERVICES - $22,091,704 


The sum of $21,006,704 is requested for the salaries of existing personnel and vacant positions that are necessary to provide 


adequate staffing; $885,000 for compensation of attorneys for indigent representation, experts, court reporters, Justices Pro 


Tem, and Jury expenses; and $200,000 for lump sum payments. 


 


2. CONTRIBUTIONS (FICA, RETIREMENT, INSURANCE & WORKER’S COMPENSATION - $9,346,121 


The above sum is requested by law to cover the employer’s contributions to employee’s fringe benefits as follows: 


 FICA…………………………………………………………. $1,565,030 


 RETIREMENT………………………………………………. $3,657,400 


 HEALTH & DENTAL………………………………………. $3,484,672 


 JUDGES PENSION FUND…………………………………. $   593,019 


 WORKER’S COMPENSATION…………………………… $     35,500 


 UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE………………………… $     10,500 


TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS………………………………………………………… $9,346,121 


(The amount requested for FICA is based on 6.2% of each salary, with a salary ceiling of $127,200, and 1.45% for Medicare 


applicable to the entire salary amount. The amount requested for Retirement is based on 20.5% in accordance with the employer 


increase that went into effect January 1, 2015, and a 5% health insurance increase is also projected.) 
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3. ALL OTHER OPERATING EXPENSES - $3,017,444 


Application Maintenance, licensing, subscription services and Enhancements – Funding in the amount of $175,000 is 


requested for the maintenance of the C-Track case management system, the electronic document management and electronic 


filing system, as well as new programming expenses. $423,000 is also required to cover other application maintenance 


agreements and subscription services. 


Machinery and Equipment Maintenance, including Computers, etc. – Funding of $150,000 is necessary to provide 


maintenance service for the upkeep office machines, computer equipment, UPS equipment, air conditioning units, generators 


and other related equipment in all locations. 


 Maintenance of Building and Grounds - $380,000 is required to cover the cost for structural maintenance of court facilities 


and the upkeep of the surroundings in all locations. 


Insurance of Court Facilities, vehicles and Judicial Liability, Legal Defense Insurance – The sum of $338,000 is required 


to cover payment of insurance premiums for court facilities and court vehicles, judicial liability and defense insurance coverage 


for all justices and judges.  
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ALL OTHER OPERATING EXPENSES (Continued) 


Reimbursement for Travel Expenses for Recruited Employees – The sum of $26,298 is requested to reimburse recruited 


employees for transportation of their personal and household effects as required. 


 Travel and Per Diem – The sum of $120,000 is requested for off-island and inter-island travel for the justices and court 


personnel to defray costs for transportation and accommodations and other related expenses for seminars, workshops and 


conferences relative to judicial education. 


Training and Study Leave Expenses – The sum of $144,500 is necessary to cover the cost of training and educational 


expenses for the justices and court personnel. 


 Security Services – The sum of $231,300 is required to cover payment for security system upgrade, monitoring and 


maintenance services for Court facilities. 


 Office and Computer Supplies, Materials, Small Tools & Minor Equipment – The sum of $286,146 is needed for the 


purchase of office and computer supplies and materials. $162,000 is requested to cover the purchase of small tools and minor 


equipment. 


  


 







JUDICIARY OF THE U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 
JUSTIFICATION 


11 
 


 


ALL OTHER OPERATING EXPENSES (Continued) 


 Publication, Judicial Forms, and Stationary – The sum of $32,000 is necessary for the cost of publications, check printing, 


stationary, and other judicial forms. 


 Gasoline, Batteries, Maintenance and Tires for Court Vehicles – An estimated sum of $268,200 is requested for fuel and to 


provide proper maintenance and upkeep of court vehicles. 


 Leases/Rental of Equipment – The sum of $105,000 is required to cover payment for rental of copying machines, postage 


machines, and other needed machinery. 


Other Court and Administrative Expenses – Funding of $176,000 is necessary to cover payment for the following: 


(1)     To provide funds for postage and freight charges at an estimated sum of $65,000; 


(2)   To pay for membership fees for various legal and judicial associations, including the National Center for State Courts, 


Conference of Chief Justices, Conference of State Court Administrators, the National Judicial College, the American 


Bar Association, the National Bar Association, which amounts to approximately $50,685, USVI Interstate Compact 


Fees $10,315; and 


(3)   $50,000 is estimated for employee morale incentives and activities. 
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4. SERVICES OTHER THAN PERSONAL - $2,505,860 


 


(a)      UTILITIES AND RENTALS - $2,204,860 


 


     Utilities 


(1)     Potable Water……………………………………………………… $      38,000 


(2)  Electricity…………………………………………………………. $ 1,082,500 


(3)      Telephone and Communication Services………………………… $    363,701 


SUBTOTAL…………………………………………………………………… $1,484,201 


  Rentals 


(1)     Supreme Court Rentals.…………………………………………... $293,659 


(2)     Superior Court Rentals……………………………………………. $427,000 


SUBTOTAL……………………………………………………………………. $   720,659 


  UTILITIES AND RENTALS TOTAL……………………………………………………… $2,204,860 


(b)     OTHER - $301,000 


Contractual and Professional Services – The sum of $301,000 is necessary to cover payment for professional services on 


both islands.  
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5. CAPITAL EXPENDITURES- $2,587,854 


The sum of $1,187,309 is necessary for the completion of the Case Management Project at the Superior Court and to add 


Enterprise Efiling to the Supreme Court, $250,000 is necessary for Onbase Upgrade to add modules for Procurement and Contract 


Management, $307,800 is necessary for the construction of a Security Booth at the Superior Court Complex on St. Thomas, 


$215,000 is necessary for the replacement of Thermostats for the entire Superior Court Complex, $75,000 is necessary for the 


purchase of new replacement volumes, additional law books for the libraries at both court locations, and to provide supplements 


for our existing law books; $152,436 for machinery and equipment purchases; $150,000 for Court expansion for two (2) additional 


Justice Chambers; $90,309 for Probation and Pre-Trial supervision services, and $160,000 is needed to replace aging fleet vehicles 


with high repair costs and increase fleet pool to provide transportation for additional justices. 


6. COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT - $2,500 


      The sum of $1,500 is necessary for professional services, $500 for office supplies, $500 for travel. 


7. ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION - $2,500 


The sum of $1,500 is necessary for professional services, training initiatives and supplies, $500 for travel  


and $500 for website page and link development and maintenance. 
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8. OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL - $5,000 


The sum of $2,500 is necessary for professional services, training initiatives and supplies for the Unauthorized Practice 


of Law Board and the Board of Professional Responsibility, $2,500 for transportation and travel costs for both boards. 


9. MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES - $45,000 


The sum of $45,000 to cover miscellaneous expenses including taxes, document destruction & disposal, trash disposal 


and other fees. 


 


TOTAL JUDICIAL BRANCH BUDGET REQUEST……………...…………………………………… $39,603,983 
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